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was attacked and defended with brilliant ability, Marshall's argument remained the Gibraltar of the Administration, upon which all the assaults of the Republicans were centered unavailingly. For his army speech was never answered. Only once more during this debate did Marshall rise and then but briefly, to bring his common sense to bear upon the familiar contention that, if the country is in danger, its citizens will rise spontaneously to defend it. He said that it would be absurd to call men to arms, as had been done, and then "dismiss them before the service was performed . . * merely because their zeal could be depended on" hereafter. He "hoped the national spirit would never yield to that false policy."l
The fourth important subject in which Marshall was a decisive influence was the National Bankruptcy Law, passed at this session of Congress. He was the second member of the committee that drafted this legislation.2 For an entire month the committee worked on the bill and reported it on January 6,1800.3 After much debate, which is not given in the official reports, the bill passed the House on February 21 and the Senate March 28.4
While the "Annals" do not show it, we know from the testimony of the Speaker of the House that Marshall was the vital force that shaped this first National Bankruptcy Act. He was insistent that the law should not be too extensive in its provisions for the curing of bankruptcy, and it was he who
1 Annals, Oth Cong., 1st Sess., 395-96.                 2 Ib., 191.
8 Ife., 247.                  4 Ib., 126; see law as passed, 1452-71.